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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


my church here, were such that I 
coo Id not conscientiously disre- 
gard, and hope that this explan- 
ation may be satisfactory. 

We have battled bard in thii 
"Morrison'i Oovt" tor 8J- years, 
hare established the Brethren'! 
church on a foundation that wa 
think the gatee of Sheol shall not 
prevail against it. We think we 
would enjoy a change of pastoral 
work, and the Lord may guide 
ua into a new field by and by. 
To Him we submit our. future. 
We hare settled where we ere 
utitill spring at least. 

The open communion question 
is receiving some Attention. We 
are glad of it It is a question 
upon which we have thought 
much, and may in the future 
have our little aey. 

We preached at New Enter- 
prise on laat Sabbath evening, for 
Bra. Snider, who was indisposed. 
ThiB was our first sermon there 
since we severed our pastoral re- 
lation last spring. It all seemed 
quite oatnral to as. 

The church horseways is mor- 
along nicely, and now we sing 
the funeral dirge over the con- 
vention — "requiacate in pace." 

We expected to accompany a 
party of eight on an overland 
trip to the Berlin convention ; 
but when the time come the par- 
ty were "nonat," 

We were somewhat surprised 
to learn that Bro. Holsioger at- 
tended a picnic. But it he done 
nothing bad, we suppose it was 
all right 

Our Union church at Fred- 
rickaburg, w»H soon be ready for 
dedication. Fr»t 

Spavooli. 


few weeks, daring which time 

we expect to hold a communion 
service. Will announce the 
communion in due time. All 
are invited to be with us. 

J OBI AH KlIM. 


"No Convention" 

IT J. W. BUB. 


Love Feast. 
Our love feast at North Liber- 
ty will be on the 29th of Septem- 
ber. We invite Bro. Mallott, 
Isaac Ross, W. C. Perry, A. L. 
Garber, and all ministering 
brethren who can come. Every 
body come and let us have a good 
feast . 

A. A Cobkr. 


OakYllle, Ind. 

We organised the B rethrew 

Church at Oukville, Ind., with 7 

members on the 10th inet. Since 

that time, 29 have been added, 

making 36 in all. 22 have been 

baptized this week and others 

are ready. Squire Hoi singer and 

wife and daughter and 17 others 

were buried in baptism yesterday. 

God bless His cause. There ie 

joy in Israel. 

J. H. S. 

Sept. 17. 

■ ■ ■ a ■ — 

Akron, Ind. 

Please announce through the 
paper that tbe brethren near Ak- 
ron, Fulton Co., Ind., will hold 
their communion in the Burns' 
Chapel, two miles north-west of 
Akron, on the Sth of October, 
1886, commencing at 5 o'clock in 
the evening. 

We invite all the Brethren and 
sisters ti> be with us. 

Noah Hbetbr. 


Louisville, Ohio. 

As nothing has been reported 
from our church for some time 
I will say that we are still alive 
in the good work. Last Sunday 
evening Sept. 12th. we held a 
children's meeting. We had a 
crowded house; All wore pleas- 
ed and pronounced it a grand 
success and it wijl result in good. 

On the 4th of October Bro. A. 
A. Cober will be with us to con- 
duct a series of meetings of a 


"Tbe cell for a national con- 
vention to meet at Ashland, 
Ohio, daring the coming Novem- 
ber" may have been "iuconslder 
ate, immature, and unwise ;" bat 
I may ask, is Brother Bather's 
diatribe under the heading of 
"No Convention," to No. 84, 
considerate, mature, and wise? 
True, Bro. Baahor and Bro. Mal- 
lott and many other "active 
workers, might not be able to be 
there ;" and I may aey that "the 
writer" and hell a doses, or more, 
"active workers" on this coast 
would not and could* not be there ; 
but I fail to see, in this circum- 
stance, any good reason why 
there should be no convention. 
The church did good work for 
God before we lived, it will do 
so after we go to rest, and I am 
sure that it has done so, and will 
do so in the absence ot many 
good workers. And besides this 
if a convention is needed, it 
could be no ruinous matter to 
any church, or any evangelist, to 
stop a week, even in the midst ot 
a glorious revival, to make the 
convention what it ought to be. 
Sinners we have all around us 
and all the time, and whenever 
we will we can preach the gospel 
to them ; but convections we 
have not always. Every consid- 
erate church and minister should 
understand these things, and or- 
der their local affairs according- 
ly. 

Again, suppose we bear "in 
mind that we are an organized 
and chartered body, that a con- 
vention to be legal and official 
must be composed of properly 
appointed delegates from the 
local churchee ; that these cannot 
be secured without local church 
cooperation, and that these may 
transpire these bodies must be 
systematically consulted." I mast 
ask in all candor and earnestness 
whether Bro. Baahor and' his 
local church could not have done 
their part eo as to be ready for a 
convention in November. If 
not, why not} If they could, 
why could not others ? It is true 
that the time was short, but it 
does seem to me, that nothing 
but indifference or something 
worse, would have prevented 
any church Jrom being ready — 
as ready as it would be by next 
Jane or in » year from now. 

Where did Bro. Basborget his 
strange idea that, in order to 
have a legal council the National 
committee must first of all be, 
"unanimous" in its "decision" 
"as to the wisdom or necessity of 
assembling in National Conven- 
tion to more tally enlarge or 
develop the interests ot the 
church I" Is it possible that this 
is Bro. Basbor'a view T It seems 
to me that the merest novice in 
church work ought to know that 
there exists no euch necessity. 
When the matter ot convention 
is urged ^e it has been for six 
months, or more, it is the privi- 
lege of the committee, or a ma- 
jority of tbe committee, to consult 
the churches with relerence to 
the matter; and the committee 
need not come to any decision 
whatever "as to the wisdom or 
necessity of assembling in Na 
tional Convention," until the 
churches are beard from. And 


after tbe churches are beard from 
the committee is under no obli- 
gation to be governed even by 
the genera] feeling or sentiment, 
bat by what may appear to be 
the stronger reason. And even 
then the committee need not be 
"unanimous" in its "decision" 
for a convention, in order to 
legalize it. If, after doe consid- 
eration, a majority of our com- 
mittee should decide In favor of 
a convention, the cell would be 
as legal as it ever could be made, 
and the church or minister who 
will appose such a call assumes 
a hostile and insubordinate atti- 
tude that must work confnsien if 
not rate to the church. 

I have had, still have, and hope 
I will have the utmost con- 
fidence in the wisdom and pru- 
dence of oar National committee, 
and whenever onr committee 
calls a convention, I shall honor 
that call and do all I can for the 
success of that convention. If I 
cannot attend, I can pray for 
those who can ; and if I have a 
word of encouragement or advice 
to give, I know it will be treated 
with respect at least. I hope 
that after more mature considera- 
tion, Brother Baehor'e native 
judgment, to say nothing of his 
experience, will enable him to 
see, that, if "three or four of the 
National Committee vote for 
and call a convention" it not only 
"iuvolvee official action" but it ie 
ench, no matter who or bow 
many outside of tbe committee 
should oppose it. 

If "we are not reedy for anoth- 
er National Conference," we 
should get ready ; for the demand 
is imperative and it will come. 
Ashland College and the opposi- 
tion of individuals and local 
churches cannot always baffle 
this work. The present jumble 
in itself should satisfy any one of 
the demand for a system of co 
operative • church work. It is 
apparent in everything we think 
of doing in which the general 
body is concerned. We have 
virtually and really no common 
system either in the general body 
or our local churches. If we are 
a I rani of "a wheel within a 
wheel/' in the name of reason 
what kind of a machine is it that 
has a hundred wheels, each in- 
dependent, and no two having 
cogs that would mash T It "we 
should be exceedinly careful that, 
in our effort* to assemble in na- 
tional conclave, we do not trans- 
cend our individual authority," 
should we not be just as judicious 
in our opposition to such a meet- 
ing? In conclusion, with kind- 
est feelings to all who hold a 
contrary opinion, I reassert with 
the utmost confidence, that, it a 
majority ot our National Com- 
mittee, in the free exercise of 
the judgment of its members, 
decides in favor of and calls a 
National Convention, there is no 
power in the entire church, out- 
side Of the committee, to illegal 
ize, nullify or set aside such call. 
The only alternative is to honor 
the call or to oppose our own 
work. 
Lathrop, Cat., Sept. 6, 1886. 


brother B. Schiendal'e house last 
week, tearing out a rafter, and 
doing other damage ; but no fire 
occurred and no one was hurt. 
May we all escape the flash of 
God's wrath when he strikes the 
world for the last time, 

A good time at Pen. Mar. — 
The Mepleville Sunday school 
visited Pen Mar, and had a good 
time. Through the watchful 
ear* of brother Welly Fahrney 
and L. P. Grossnickle, no acci- 
dent, and all reached home In 
due time delighted. 

OurBishopApp reciated — T L e 
Em mart broth era paid for three 
handsome books, which I had 
the pleasure of presenting to 
Bishop Cost, last Sunday night, 
at oar Mapleville appointment. 
Such acts are evidences of appre- 
ciation. They were purchased 
through the Brethren tract soci- 
ety. 

An Inspired tract — We have 
arranged all the principle con- 
versions, as recorded in the book 
of Acts, in track torm. If any 
one thinks we place too much 
stress en baptism, hand them 
this tract and let them read, how 
much stress God and Christ and 
the Holy Ghost placed on baptism. 
If you do not hear from tracts or- 
dered in one week after sending 
order, drop us a postal card. 

A good thing — Tbe editor of 
the Farm Journal, says a good 
thing: ."Our business is not to 
sail as near the wind of what is 
popular ae we can, but in a brave, 
manly way, to keep our vessel's 
head toward the port of everlast- 
ing truth, though tbe world 
should think us sailing to de- 
struction." 

A successful meeting — Sunday, 
Sept. 5th., we held meeting in 
Wolfs woods, near St. James, 
preaching by the writer at eleven 
and three o'clock. We had 
large congregations, and very at- 
tentive. We called lor help for 
our new church and subscriptions 
and pledges now amount to 
about eleven hundred dollars. 
Contract price is twelve hundred 
and forty-five dollars, no debt 
will bang over this church. 

John Dues. 


Thing* In General Some Thing!) 
In Particular. 

A question — T would like to 
see tbe question of open vs close 
communion properly discussed. 
I am much interested in the sub- 
ject, I have this question to ask: 
Did the Apostolic or post Apos- 
tolic church admit the unbaptiz- 
•d to the Lord's table? 

A close call — Lightning struck f feet 


Open Communion. 
I have read the "Reflections 
on Open Communion," in No. 
85 and I con less I fail to see any 
epecisl points there made. But 
the manner in which tbe subject 
is treated and the allusions to my 
former article demand a reply ; 
hence the following : 

1. I was not, and am not 
aware or conscious that I used 
personal its me of a reflective 
character. It ia not my inten- 
tion to do so. However I shall 
speak plainly bo that I am under- 
stood. There seems to be regret 
that a discussion upon this sub- 
ject should take place, and hope 
is expressed that it will close 
with the "MtfleclioM." The 
writer must blame no one but 
himself for the discussion that 
may ensue, as he opened the 
subject in a former communica- 
tion, which in my judgment, was 
uncalled for at this time. We 
are into it now and I hope he 
will accord to his brethren that 
which he claims tor himself : 
free liberty to express their 
honest convictions as to the right 
and wrong in the case. 

As it regards my quotation 

from 1 Cor. II : 28: "But let a 

man examine himself," there ie 

an effort to lay it aside from the 

that Paul addressed it to 


the church. II that is sufficient 
reason to establish the fact that 
it ia not to be used in a general 
sense, the same will hold good 
in all the writings of the Apo*t> 
ties, as they were all addressed 
to the church. Bach a position 
is not tenable. It it prove* any- 
thii'g, it proves too much, and 
so proves nothing. Pan I ac- 
cords to every man certain privi- 
leges, 1. That of utyexamina* 
turn. 2. That of judging himsttf. 
8. That of participating in the 
communion. These are all con* 
sistent with "Open Communion." 
— Bat "Close communion" de- 
prives the man of all ; as be is 
virtually examined by another, 
— is judged by another, and the 
privilege in "so let him tat," is 
taken away. 

Again should an improper 
person approach tbe table ot the 
Lord ? Paul tells ns that hi will 
eat and drink judgment to Aim- 
sdf, — not to his brethren, — not 
to the church. 

Next it is said, "Bro. W. 
does not mean what he says ;" 
"I have not the authority to ex- 
amine men, much less to stand 
between them and communion 
privileges." Let me eay Bro. 
W, does means juet what he said 
in the language quoted. The 
discussion is not concerning 
such characters as were named. 
It reaches to persons in good 
standing in other orthodox relig- 
ious bodies, — such as Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, etc. 

I read on a little further and 
meet with the following: "He 
(tbat is W.) also mistakes when 
he spys that he never knew a 
congregation of the sect men- 
tioned who held euch cba-ecters 
as we named in good standing." 
W. makes no mistake here. 

I repeat it again, with empha- 
sis, I never knew of a congrega- 
tion of any of the sects named 
before, tbat was in good stand- 
ing in either of the denomina- 
tions named who held such per- 
sons in good standing. No mis- 
take about this I mean what I 
say, and say just what I mean. 

In conclusion as it regards 
Opeu or Close communion, if 
the Brethren church is congre- 
gational in her church govern- 
ment, this question should be 
left to the congregation to de- 
cide for themselves. If they 
want to hold Close Communion 
let them have it so. If they 
want Open Communion, give 
them the same liberty until wa 
can unite upon one of the two. 
If any one expects ua to hold 
Close Communion, let him give as 
a Thus saith the Lord for it, or 
its equivalent, 

8. W. Wilt. 
Terra Alt*, W. Va. 


If the promiao conveyed In the September 
number In fulfilled, the readern ot TVur OU- 
TVifapnenf student yiiVl have Abundant reaeon 
to be uUiBed with the new volume(VI) 
which begin" with tbe current leaue. II U 
becoming more ft nil more apparent that thte 
journal in neceaaary 10 the equipment of 
meu who wleh to be "tip" in Old Toalamotit 
■indy. Two notable article* follow Ui« 
open I III! editorial paragraph* : "Dlvlalona of 
the Decalogue," by Dr. Talbot W. chamber* 
and Bli f It bar and Laewen In Moalae Offer- 
luge," by I'rmt. Alvab Hovey, of Newton 
Seminary. Dr. J. A. Smith contribute* ■ 
aeries ot paragraph* on the "Ethical Value 
of Pagan Religion*," wblcb make one of the 
moat lnlerealln«-of bla valuable at u die*. Or 
WD I In J. Beech erfaralebe* unique "Note* on 
the Sunday School bcaaon* ;" and Prof. E. ti 
Curtl* oloeee the aerie* ot article* with ■ 
helpful paper on "Tbe OldTeatamem Proph- 
et." Five page* are devoted to hook Itevlewa 
and llataof Current Old Tealoment Literature. 
The removal of the editor ol 1 he Studenl (Dr. 
Win. U. Harper) to Yale will doubtleia help 
to bUU further enlarge the aphero of lu Influ- 
ence. Chicago : The Old Tritament Student 
11.00b year. P.O. Addreaa, Morgan Park 

111. 

■ w a m * 

For tour months tuy daughter was In 

a most distressing condition from neu- 
ralgia, and «$ despaired o( her life. 
A tier taking lialf » bottle ot A th lo- 
ot) oros site was itble to tret up and her 
cure was wonderful. w*m. W. Bock- 
n#ld. Dayton, Ohio. 


